Child Development Centre Remediation
Common questions and answers

How extensive was the mould?
The mould was contained to the main floor, but
out of an abundance of caution, we closed the
entire building while we conduct further
assessments and remediation.

What health risks could my child
have been exposed to?
According to Health Canada, mould growth in
buildings may pose a health hazard. These
health risks depend on exposure, asthma or
allergies the person may suffer from. The
response to mould varies from person to person.
Some people are more vulnerable to the effects
of mould than others. This may include children,
seniors and people with medical conditions.
When mould is suspected, we take immediate
steps to protect the health and safety of
occupants. In this case, it included closing the
building until proper testing could occur.

What should I do if I believe my
child is at risk due to potential
exposure?
The response to mould can vary, so if you do
have a concern about your child's health, we
encourage you to speak to a health care
professional.

What type of mould was found?
The technical names of the two types of
mould found are Cladosporium herbarum
(75% of total spores found) and Aspergillus
fumigatus (25% of total spores found). Both
are commonly found in buildings.

The Education building is
attached to the CDC. Are there
risks to that building as well?
The Child Development Centre is an addition
to the Education Building but does not share
an air transfer system - therefore, there is
minimal risk to the air quality transferring.

Is it possible the mould has existed
for some time?
The mould that was found is a fast growing
mould, which suggests that it hasn’t been
present for very long. Our staff frequently check
on the building while performing repairs and
maintenance and at no time were visual signs
of mould present.

Can you fix mould? Can you just put up
a new wall where it was found?

Will my child be able to return to
this building in the future?

Professionals with experience in cleaning mould
in buildings are often able to remediate the area
by replacing drywall and ceiling tiles. In this
case, we are still trying to determine the root
cause of the leak and the extent of the damage
so that repairs are made with long-lasting
effect.

The decision to fix or re-purpose the
building has not yet been made. Until we
complete further assessment, we will not be
able to determine whether the building can
be effectively remediated or if a more long
term solution should be found.

How long will it take to find a new
space for the Child Development
Centre?

When do you decide to test for
mould?

We hope to have a new space secured within the
next few weeks. We have several potential
locations in mind, but want to ensure they meet
the needs of the CDC. This decision will be based
on close discussions with the CDC executive staff.

We typically investigate for mould when
there are visual signs of its presence.
As soon as we became aware of the
possibility of mould, we took immediate
action to test for it.

